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Abstract: 
Why does the saying go, "If it bleeds it leads?" Most crime and violence victim 
stories adhere primarily to the age + race + neighborhood + incident equation to report on stories 
of ethnic minorities. Unlike their white counterparts, these stories are not thoroughly developed 
beyond eyewitness reporting. Rarely are pre-reporting or follow up investigations done. This 
research will explore the above formula, or variations of it, at television news organizations 
through the minds of individual journalists. It will analyze the news processes, protocols and 
procedures used to find sources and meet deadlines. This study is important for the industry 
moving forward because it seeks to first understand and eventually improve the quality and care 
journalists give violent crime victims and their families by providing insight toward a better 
model for crime and violence reporting. 
 
